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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER,

THE BTANDARD OF JUDGMENT.

Whatever objeotions sy justly or uojustly be
alleged against the President’s statement, in bis
late letter to Col. Hodges, of the ground_ou which
he plants bimself in defence of his polioy as re-
gards slavery and its ‘relations to the war, none
can deny to it the merit of candor. I*.Ie t:rankl?,r
admits that that policy was “ ﬂBWﬂ?“‘““"“';
until, in the order of time and in the _progress
of events, it became, in Ats judgment, "mdlup.en-
sable to the preservation of the Coustitution
through the preservation of the Nation.” As soon
as it became, in his opinion, ¢ indispensable to
the preservation of the Constitution” that _he
should adopt a measure “otherwise unconstitu-
tional,” that measure then became ¢ lawful.”

This view of duty, as construed to his own mind
by the President, is very instructive in more as-
peots than one. It appears from it that the Pre-
sident’s notions of what is “lawful”” under the
Constitution are determined by the physical ne-
cessities of the war, as those ‘necessities are regard-
ed from the point of view taken by the Exceutive.
Thus the constitutional legitimacy of particular
measures, instead of being settled by the text and
interpretation of the Constitution, becomes a ques-
tion depending for its decision on the course of
events and the mutable opinions of the Chief Ma-
gistrate of the country called to determine the
complexion of these events. And this being so,
we can readily perceive why the President prae-
tises a large toleration, as we know he docs, (and
in which he sets a good example to some others,)
towards those who, in all candor and honesty, do
not concur with-him in his views of constitutional
duty on this point. As the President concedes
that, apart from their conceived * necessity,” the
measures he so reluctantly and hesitatingly adopt-
ed were *“ otherwise unconstitutional,” it is obvious
that he yields to the opponents of his policy the
advantage of being theoretically right, as they
were also practically right until he changed his
practice. And, as he did not adopt these *other-
wise unconstitutional measures” until they seemed
1o him indispensable, it is equally obvious that, in
a matter of human _opinion, he concedes to others
the same liberty of judgment as to their in-
dispensability which he assumes to himself. IZe
deemed certain measures, ¢ otherwise unconstitu-
tional,” to be indispensable to the preservation of
the Constitution. Whoever, with the lights be-
fore him, i# compelled to believe that, so far from
being indispensable to the preservation of the Con-
stitution, they must be fatal to its supremacy, is
bound by the very same rule of duty which the
President avows to regard these measures as still
#¢unconstitational ;" for the President, in giving
in to them a reluctant and dilatory adhesion, de-
fended them to his own mind only so far as they
seemed to be “indispensable.” And this view, if
sound for no other purpose, is at least valuable for
the clear light in which it sets the grounds of the
charity extended, as we know, by the President to
many men, inside and outside of his party, who
do not share his practical any more than his theo-
retical views in regard to the standard by which
ithe Constitution should be interpreted in the pre-
sent emergency. That standard, as we understand
it, has never been better defi:ed than in the fol-
lowing words of Sepator CoLLAMER, for whose
opinions, we are sure, the President entertains a

respect shared by the whole country :

“If we are eoustrained to call u:, invoke, and put in
exarciss in any one department of the Government—it is
immaterial 10 what department of the Goveroment—more
of power, more of force than the Constitution provides or
than is limited by the Constitution—the moment we do
that, or are constrained from our supposed necessitien to
do it, we acknowledge before the world that our inetite-
tions sre insufficiently founded, and that we are sfter sl
compelled, in the period of trial, to resort to the force
which, they sny, is necessary to the existence of a nation,
and our experiment is & falure. We should, therefore,
particulsrly in & period like this, earsfully study and sn

eredly regard all the limitations and provisions of the Con-
stitution. It in vain and idle in us to war sgainst & part
of our prople beanuse they have made war upon the Gov-
ernment il we at the same time have to sap the founda-
tions of the Government by stabbiog through the vitals of
the Constitution.”

THE WAR IN

A GREAT BATTLE IN PROGRESS.'

WasnmwaTon, May 10—7 o'clock A. M.

To Major Gen, Dix: A despstch from Gen. Sherman,
received st midnight, states that we are fighting for the
possession of “ Rocky Face Ridge,” and I have knowledge
that McPherson took the Suake Creek Gap, spd was with-
in seven miles of Resaca this morning. You will remem-
ber that on Saturday the rebels were foreed from Tunnel
Hill by Gen. Thomas, and took s position at Buzzard's
Rooat, in & bend of Mill Creck, just north of Dalton. This
# represented to be a very strong pomtion, which General

GEORGIA.

Thomas was unable to drive the spemy from on & former |

occonsion, when he advanced on Dalton. But Resaea s &
= position on the railroad sbout fifteen miles wouth of Dal-
ton, sod thin will place MePherson with a strong eorps of
veterau troops in the rear of the enemy, while General
Thomns sdvances upon their front and Gen. Seofield cloves
in on the flauk from Clevelssd. It is probable that a greal
battle was fought on that line yesterday, and may be now
in progress. Gen. Joe Johnston commands the rebel
forces,
Nothing sines my laat despateh har beon heard from (he
Army of the Patomae or from Gen. Butler.
Evwin M. BTARTOR, Secretary of War,

GENERAL BTONE.

From the 8t. Lowis Republican,

Gen. Btone certainly has had hard luck. He lay for a
long lime in prison on verbsl cha eonnectad with the
disnster ut Ball's Bluff, but, after months of eonfinement,
was finully released without examioation, and ordered to
report to Gen, Banka in the Department of the Gulf.
Recently be ban bean relieved from his command, [ by the
‘War Department, and prior 1o the late batties, | nod has
oome North resting under an imputation affceting his eon-
duet in the Iate battles on Red river. Weo observe, how.
ever, that Gen. Ransom, who bebaved himeelf with such
gallantry in the fight at Sabine Cross Kosade, does not
share in any unfavorsble opinion of Gen. Stone. The
followiog 18 & letter written by Gen. R. 1o the Chieago
Jouroal :

“ Messrs. Editors Chicago Journal :

"1 potiee 1o your paper of the 7th instant a letter from
Grand Eeore, cated April 10th, from your correspondent,
vigning bimie | Hawkeye, who, in speskiog of the battls of
the ¥th, exys Gen Stone, chief of Gen. Banke's stafl, was on
the field and took direction of the movement, &c. 1 would
wute that I recaived no orders from Gen. Etone on that duy,
und, ue fur un [ know and believe, hie was not responnibile
Tor the udvance or disposition of the foreis sngaged. 1 muke
ihis correction as an aet of jowice 10 a distinguished and
meritorious officer who endesred himself to the Army of the
Gulf by bis gallant conduct in the buttles of the Bth and 9th
Instania KHerpectfa ly, yours,

"r + Rassom, Brig. Gen U 8. V."

Brigadier General Enwanp R. 8. CANRY was
confirmed by the Senate on Saturday last as a
Major General of Volunteers, and the same even-
ing set out for the Bouthwmt, under orders to re-
liove Goneral BANKS of his command,

\ THE RED RIVER FLEET.

Official Account of RWTAIMeh upon {1 and of
the blowing up of the Eastport.

MississiPPl BQUADRON, FLAG SHIP CRICKET,
Off Alezandria, (La.) April 28, 1864,
Hon. Giveon WEeLLES, Seeretary of the Navy.
Sut : 1 had the honor to inform you, in my commumnica-
tion No. 106, of the siuking of the Enstport while proceed-
ing down to Alexandria, e;uud bl:e th:n explosion of a tor-
0 under her bottom and near her bow.
I'N:’:‘.)n hearing this bad news I proceeded at once to the
vessel snd found her sunk to the gun-deck, the water over
it on one side. 1 saw that no time was to be lost, and
went to Alexandria, in hopes of finding one of our steam
pump-bosts then due. Lieut. Com. Phelps had already
seot 8 tug down for the ssme purposs, aud se I passed
over the fulls the pump boat hove in wsight und proceeded
on up. An hour after the other boat came up, snd I eent
ber up also, being confident that the Kastport would now
be raised. I had ordered all ber guns out and sll
her ammunition transferred to other vessels, which was
done by the time I reached her again, forty-eight hours
alter the pump-boats went up. ! /
I was detained s day in Ale:nn(llri_n, gm.kmg & different
disposition of the versels in the Mississippi, owing to the
repott of the cspturs of Fort Pillow by the rebels. I sent
some of the heavy iron clads up there with orders to re-
wain, snd slso ehanged the destivation of various vessels
in the different rivers. y
When I returned to the Eastport 1 found her in a fair
wny of being sfloat, though sl the heavy sfesm-puwps
together did not do more than slightly decresse the water.
The leak had to be stopped by bulkheading. Lieutenant
Commander Phelps went to work vigorously to endeavor
to save his vessel, and he was seconded by his officers and
crew. 1 don't think I ever witneesed harder work thau
was performed by the officers and crew of the Eastport,
and it seemed to be the determination of all on board that
whe should pot full into the hands ot the enemy if it could
be helped. I felt confident that the Enstport would be
saved, if time permitted, but I had a faint idea thut our
army were about £ fall back on Alexandris, when it
would become necessary to destroy the Esstport, or per-
haps lose some other vessels. =
« On my arrival at Graod Ecore I found that preparations
were miking to move the army i the direction of Alexan-
dris, nod I ordered the large versels at once below the
bars, with orders to proceed slowly to Alexandria—keep-
ing with me the lighter draft vessels to cover the land:
forees, and give protection to the transports.
‘I'tie day after wy retnrn to Grend Ecore, orde‘n ware
issued for the army to move to Alexandria. The Eastport
whs not yet afloat, and I thought our chanee of saviog her
vary small, uuless we were certain of baviog no enemy to
annoy us after the army left. J
On the 90th of April I went down to the Easport again,
and, after informing the commander how matters stood,
we concluded that it was necessary to run some risks if
we wished to save the vessel. She was now slightly rest-
ing on the bottom on one side, and steam bad been raised
on her. Oa the 21at she started, in tow of the pump-boat
Champion, No. 5, snd with the pump of Champion No 3
transferred to the Esstport, sud connected with her
builers, This arrsngement, with the addition of ove or
two syphon pumps, kept the water out of the fire-room and
confined it to the bow. :
I waited at & point eight miles below Grand Ecore, and
sent up & gunboat to convoy down all the transports that
were left up—this veesel bringing up the rear, towing a
flat on which were all the Eastport's guns. :
On the first day the Enstport made twenty milea down
the river, but at s:x o’elock in the avening she grounded,
from not being in the chanoel, and the first of our difficul-
ties commenced in getting her over the bars and other ob-
structions which abound in this river.
It would be impossible to give an sdequate idea of the
difficalties of the navigation from the 21st of April up to
the 26ith, the time when it was no longer considered possi-
ble to get the Esstport over the sand-bars and logs, now
inereasing, unless time was sllowed to remove them, and
the enemy were kept from annoying us while we were at
work.

The Lieutenant Commander commanding the Eastport,
8. L. Phelpn, bad done sll that man could do to save his
vessel, and folt it to be a wmatter of pride to get her to
Alexandris. She had grounded eight times badly, and
ench time under ecircumstances where it was very doubt-
ful if she would eowe off, but the eommander’s confidence
never deserted him, aod I eould wot belp but admire bis
coolness and faith in getting bis vessel to Alexandria, when
I knew there were places to pass below with mueh less
water on them.

I determined that I would never leave this veasel to her
fate as long as the commander felt & hope of getting her
down. He worked with almost superbuman eflorts to ae-
complish the objeet in view, sleeping spparently neither
wght or day—every body worked snd weunt through pri-
vations of all kinds, sud I must say that mentally I never
went through so mueh anxietly in my life,

On the sixth day of this lsbor of hauling the Eastport
over the bars, and after congratulating vurselves that we
had passed every impediment, orders ware given to fill up
with fence rsils for r , and we started down stream with
ihe expectation of making st least thirty miles that day.
The vessel had already been brought sixty miles on ber
way, and sixty wore would bring ber within our lines.

‘I he army though were sixty wiles shead of us, and the

report wan that the rebels were fullowing in their rear,
ulso opposing thewm in frons, and we might naturally ex-
pect when the army arrived safely in Alexandria that the
whole power of the enemy would bs direeted to cutting
off wy swall loree of three light drafts, aud the Eastport,
without any guns; indeed we had already received notice
that such were their intentions.
On April 25th 1 made sigoal to pass down stream, and
had scarcely started before the Eastport was hard sground,
and this time in & position where even the commander's
bopes of relieving ber failed. The difficulty bere was a
want of water, aud the bed of the river was filled with
logs over which it would be impoesible to get the vessels
unlegs we bad the time. We tried to lighten ber by re-
moving her iron plating, but this we found to be labor be.
youd our power—the plates could not be remoeved in a
short time—and that plan was abaudoned st once.

I had determined to remsin by the Esstport until she
was sufe within our Jines, or blown up, to preveat her
falling 1nto the handa of the enemy. On two ocensions 1
had given the commander preparstory instructions relative
to her destruotion, thinking her time had come; but, still
hopeful and pernistent, he stuck to the work, and deserved
to have met with grester sucosss.

Every «ffort was made to get the Eastport off from what
H"‘IM to be her final resting place. The gusboat Fort

indman (whose commander has worked to save the Eas -
port with a zoal T pever saw surpassed) sucesoded with
her steani eapstan in moviog her bow, but unly enough to
gal into & worse poaition right seross the channel, with a

ed of logs under her, and from that pince it seewed that
tio human power eould move her.

The enmmander baving sdmitted there seamed no hope
of getting her off unless we bad time, and our rear pro-
tected, I gavo the order to destroy her. One ton of pow-
der was placed in ber in various positions, she was m'lod
with such ecombustibles ke we conld procure, snd at 1.45
P.M. Aprd 26th, the Eastport was blown up, Lieut, Com-
| mander Pheips applying the mateh, and being the st one
to leave the vessel, He hnd barely time to resch the bost
when the Enstport blew up, esvering the boat with Jrag-
meuts of wood. Beven differsot explosions followed, aud
| then the flames burst forth in every direction. The vessel
was completely destroyed—ns perfect & wrack as ever was
made by powder. 8he remains s troublesome obstruetion
to block up the channel for some time to come. All stores,
&e. were removed, and such parts of the machinery as
could be made available by the rebels. There was nothing
but the iron plates left behind, which finally fell iomde the
bull, Some fell out board, ss the fire burut away the
wood to which they were attached, aud will soon disap-
pear under the sands. 58

I would Linve brought away every piece of iron had I
not been warned that I had overstaid my time. Gaogs of
guerrillas began to hover on the left bank of the river, sand
Just previous to blowingup the Esstport we wers attacked
by & heavy fores on the right bank.

Thin vessel was lying tied to the bank, and T was back-
ing out from the Esstport i the Hindman, to give the
former » chanes te blow up without injury to any one,
The rabels selected this momeot to make their attack,
and, risng suddenly from the bank, opened om our little
squadron with twelve hundred muskets, and then made a
rush to board the Cricket. The enemy, however, wers
{ properly wet and repelied, and the Cricket, dropping out
trom the baok, opened on them with grape acd eanister,
and, with & beavy cross-fire from the two other vemsels,
the rebels were routed ia five minutes.

After this we blew the Enstport up and proeeeded down
the river.  We were not molested until we had gone sboat
twenty miles, st a puintabove Cane river. When reund-
Ming the poiot, the vessels in class order ard ready for ae-
tion, we descried a party of the enemy with srtillery on
the right bauk, and we immediately opened fire with our

bow guna.  The enemy iwmedintely returned it with a
lnrgl'-fI nuwber of canuon, eighteen in all, every shot of
which struck this vessel,

WThe captam (Acting Master I1. 11. Gaveing) gave orders
o stop the engnes for the purpose of fighting the battery,
aud covering the bouts sstern—I corrected this mistake
nnd got hesdway on the vessel again, but not soon osnough
to wvoid the pelting shower of shot and shell which the
enemy poured into us, every shob going through and
through us, clearing all on decks in & moment.

Fiuding the gune not firing rapidly, I stepped on the gun
deck to ree what was the matter, 1 stepped down, the
after gun wan struck with a shell and disnbled, and every
man st the guo killed and wounded. At the same moment
the orew from the forward gun was swept away by a shell
exploding, and the wen were wounded in the fAre room,
lenving one man to fire up. I made up & gun's crew from
the contrabande, who fought the gun to the Inst moment,

Floding that the cogive did not move, I went into the
engine room and found the chief engineer killed, whose
pince was soon supplied by so assistant. 1 then wens to
the pilot-house, and found that » shot had gone through it
and wounded one of the pilots. 1 teok charge of the vees-

sal; and o the battery was & bnv‘ ous, 1 determined
um-m -..If.‘. um'"’ the heavisst fire 1 sver
w

I attempted to tarn her bead up stream to attsck with
our two bow gune, the only guos left, but as this was im-
practicable, I let ber dnft down around the point sod
shelled the enemy’s batteries in the rear. This disturbed
them for & moment, and ensbled the light-drafs Juliet and

ump-boat Chawpion, Iashed together, to escaps from uns
Snr the bank where they had drifted.  The Jubet bad the
steam pipe cut and became disabled, baviog drifted eclear
from under the guus of the enemy and close into the bank
where the guos could not be depressed to reseh them, and
from whence the Champion towed her in safety, when Lthe
Hindmuo opened her batteries, aud this vessel was firing
into the resr of the enewmy’s batteries.

Beeing that the Hindman did not pass the batteries, the
Juliet diesbled, and that one of the pump boats had her
boiler exploded by a shot, I ran down to & point three or
four miles below, where 1 had ordered two iron-elads to be
rendy to meet me in case of necessily. Unfortunately, I
rab on shore & short time after passing the batteries, and
remained there three hours, took fire in the'mean time
from the explosion of sowe cartridges, the box eontaining
whieh bad been struck by the enewmy's shot. It was after
dark when I reached the appointed plsce, where 1 found
the Osage lying opposite s field battery of the enewmy,
whieh they bad been sbelling throughout the day. The
Lexingtou bad been hurd st work at them, snd bad
been hulled fifteen times, without one man killed. The
firing above had ceased, nnd s the channel was very iotri-
cate, 1 could not send her up to the sssistanee of the ves-
sels without davger of her gettiog aground. I knew that
they were all above the batteries, und was in hopes that
the Hindman had silenced thewm. :

Lieut. Com. Phelps ind two vessels in ebarge—the Ju-
liet and Champion—which he wished to rot through ssfely,
He kept them ont of range uutil he ovuld partially repair
the Juliet, and theo starting under a heavy fire he made a
push by. Wnfortunately the pump boat was disabled and
st fire to aod burnt up. The Hiodman bad her whoel
ropes cut away, und drifted past turoing round and round,
und getting well eut up in going by. The J uliet was cut
to pleces iu hull and machinery, had fifteen killed aud
wounded.  Four miles below they met the Musho going
up, too lste to cover thew, Hed she arrived in time she
could likely huve cleaned oul the batteries, at least di-
verted the fire of them until the passage of the boats.

I enclose the report of Lisul. Comd’g. Phelpe from the
tima of his first misfortune until his srrival at this place,
where I now am with all the flaet, having lost none of the
guuboate, but very much surprived that I have any lelt,
eonsidering the difficulties encountered. :
When the rebuls had followed our army lo the point
where they could effect no more, all thair attention was
turned to the little squadron I had escorting the Eastport.
Every man and gun was brought to the river, and we had
to contend agsinst such odds that it seemed impossible to
escape destruction or very severe handliug. No vessely
were ever better fought, and none of this class (mere
thread paper vessels) were ever under so bot a fire. In
five minut s the Cricket was struck thirty-eight times with
solid shot snd shell, with & loss of twenty-three killad aud
wounded—hslf her erew. The Juliet about the same with
fifteen killed and wounded. The Hindman lost three killed
aud four or five wounded. :

I may have lscked judgment in not blowing the East
port up socner, when I found that we were a sscondary
consideration to the army, but as I had etaid bebind my-
self to see the Inat transport through safely, I could not do
less with one of my own vessels. I wus unable to keep
up communication with the army; ss the mecaus of com-
munication were with them, and as they marched along
faster than I caleulated, (forty wiles in one day, when I
supposed they would only go twenty,) I was further in
their rear thun I should have been. 'I'bis arose from my
desire to save the Esstport, and hoping that sowe sigual
success on the part.of the srmy (which I felt confident
wis able to whip all the rebels in that part of the country)
would dispose of the enemy altogether. :

From the beginuving of this expedilion up to the present
time, the officers aud men of this squadron have worked
with superhuman gzeal, and overcome difficulties which
scemed insurmountsble. The sugcess of the expedition
depended entirely on the success of the navy in geiting the
transporis sufuly to an sppoiuted place, Springficld Land-
ing, which would have put us in eommuniestion with the
army und then in possession of all their materisls of war.
This we sccomplished, snd whef the army returoed, un-
expectedly, we tought our way back again without lose of
any kind, (excepting men,) inflicting & lues of five hundred
men (o the enemy, killed their best General, (Green,) sud
a number of his officers.

On our way down to Alexandria obstacles were over-
come suough to appall the stoutest heart. Guos lisd to be
takeu out of vessels und then jumped over sand-bars and
logs, aud the squadron arrived here in time to prevent any
attack on our reserve stores.

The difficulty about water is a most unusual one, and we
must certainly have & rise of the few feet we waut before
the end of the senson. All the rivers are booming at this
time, and it ahould be so here. 1 am no more responsible
for the failure of water here than | would be if the Missis
sippt went dry at this esason—a thing that never happened
yet. I eame up here with the river on the rise, and water
enough for our largest vessels; aud evenon my way up to
Shreveport from Grand Ecore the water rose, while it coms
menoed falling where I left the largest gunbosats. Falling
or not, 1 evuld mot go back while in charge of the trans-
ports aud the materisl on which an army of thirty thou-
sand men depended. Nothing wou!d justify me in doing
#0. 1 bave still confidence in & good Providence, which I
st sure will pot désert us, snd coufidence that the nation
will not permit this flast to be sserificed whan it has so
well performed its part io what should have been s com-
plete success.

In eonclusion I beg leave to mention the brave, cool,
and gealous wanner in which Lientenant Commander
Phelps worked to get bie vessel out of her difficulties,
never losing his faith for a siogle momwent | slso, the hand-
some mauner in which be brought the two fragile gunboats

aut those batteries, chenting the enemy of the prize they
I:ad promissd themselves. To Acting Volunteer Lient
Johu Penrce, comunnsing the Fort Hindman, grest praise
in due for the efforts he made night and day to get the
Eastport off, workiog his officers and men until they eould
bardly stand, Acting Msster Geo, W, of the
Pitteburg, deserves grent credit for the manner in which
be worked st the bulkhieads of the Eastport up to his
middle in water for eight days; to himm we entrusted the
daty of stopping the leak, which he fsirly sceomplished
under the most trying eireomstances, Acting Master J.
8. Watson defended his vessei in the most gallant msnoer,
and never was & vessel more cut up.

Where all do their duty it is burd to diseriminate; but
when the record of this expedition is overhsuled, the names
of Commander R. Townsend, esmmanding Essex ; Lieu-
tenant Commander J, L. Phelps, Enstport; Lieuteusnt
Commander Watson Smith, Chillieothe, (temporsrily;)
Lisutenant Commander K R. Breese, Blsck Hawk ; Lieu.
tensnt Commauder J P. Foster, Lafayette ; Lisuteoant
Commauder J. 8. Greer, Banton ; Lieutengat Commander
E. K. Owen, Louisville; Lisutenant Commander J. G.
Mitohell, Catondelet ; Lisutenant Commander F. M. Ram-
sey, Chootww ; Lieutenant Commaudar T. O. Sellridge,
Omge ; Lieutenant Commander Byron Wilson, Ouichita;
Lieutensut Commander George M. Bach», Lexington;
Lieutenant Commander, 8. W. Terry, Benefit, (naval
transport ;) Aeting Volunteer Lientensant W. K. Hoel,
Pittsburg ; Assistant Voluatesr Lirutensot Samuel How-
ard, Neosho; Acting Volunteer Lieutenant George W.
Browne, Ozark ; Acting Volunteer Lisutenant A. B Larg-
thorne, Mound City; Asaistant Volnnteer Lientenant _Jnhn
Penrce, Fort Hindman; Acting Master H. H. Garcinge,
Cricket; Awmsistant Master J 8. Watson, Juliet; Acting
Mastor Charles Thateher, Gagelle ; should stand promi-
nent, baviog zeslously performed every thing required of
then with an ability dewerving of the highest praise.

1 deem it necessary to send you a bearer of degpatobes,
who will explain to you fully the eondition of the fleet.

I nm, wir, very respeotfully, your obadient servant,

DAVID PORTER, Rear Admiral,

OFFICIAL.

RECOMMENDATION OF THE PRESIDENT.
Exgcurive Mansion,
Wasiisaron, May 9ru, 1864,

To the Friends of Union and Liberty :

Enough is known of army operations within the
last five days to claim our especial gratitude to
God; while what remains undone demands our
most sincere prayers to and reliance upon Him,
without whom all human effort is vain, 1 recom-
mend that all patriots, at their howmes, in their
places of public worship, and wherever they may
be, unite in common thanksgiving and prayer to
Almighty God.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

NON-RESIDENCE AND THE DRAFT.

Hon. Wa. Warrine, Solieitor of the War Department
has given an opinion that when s person who has been
drafted claims exemption on aceount of non-residence he
muat prove the fellowing points

Ist. His non-residence in the distriet where he claims
exemption at the time of his enrolment therein,

24, What his place of actusl resmidence was at the time
when the enrolment therein was made. "

3d. That be was or in actunlly enrolled, and has been
drafted, or is hiable to draft, in his place of netunl resi-
denoe.

All persone are lisble to onrolmant and dreaft in some

distriot, and errors in wpelling the nsmes, or mistakos in
noting the occupation or residence of those liable to wili-

tary duty, will not entitle them to exemplion from deaft.

THRE FORT PILLOW MABSAORE.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE CON-
DUCT OF THE WAR.

The Joiot Committes on the Conduct and Expenditures
of the War, to whom was referred the resolution of Con
grees instrueting them to investigate the late massncre at
Fort Pillow, submitted s report to both Houses on Thurs-
day last. The enmmittes state thet in the execution of the
said resolution they designated two members of the com-
mittes (Messra. WADE sod Gooon) to prooeed forthwith
to such places ns they might deem necessnry and take tes-
timony, snd that this sub eomuwittee, having discharged that
duty, returned to this city and subwitted to the jeint com-
mittee 8 rgport, wilh aceompuunying pspers and testimony.
The eaid report was adopted by the joint committes, whose
ohairman was iostructed to submit the same with the tes-
t mony to Congress. The following is the report:
REPORT OF SUB-COMMITTEE.

Messrs. Wade and Gooeh, the sub-commiltes appointed
by the Joint Committee on the Conduet and Expenditures
of the War, with instructions to proeeed to such points as
they might deem necessary for the purpoee of taking testi-
mony in regard to the mussscre st Fort Pillow, submitted
the following report to the joint committes, together with
the secompanying testitaony and papers :

In obedience to the instructions of this joint committes,
adopted on the 18th ultimo, your eommittes loft Washing-
ton oa the morning of the 19th, taking with thém the ste-
nographer of this committes, snd proceeded to Cairo and
Mound City, Hlinois; Columbuas, Kentucky, sud Fort Pil
low and Memphis, Tennessee, ot each of which places they
procreded to take testimony,

Although your committee were instrueted to inquire
ooly in reference to the attack, eapture, and massacre at
Fort Pillow, they have deemed it proper to take some tes-
timony in reference to the «perations of Forrest and his
command, immediately preceding and subsequent to that
horribla transaetion. Tt will appear, from the testimony
thus taken, that the atrocities committed at Fort Pillow
were pot the result of passions excited by the heat of con-
Hliet, but were results of s policy deliberately decided upon,
and unhesitatingly announced. Evenif the uneertainty of
the fate of thoae officers snd wen belonging to evlored re-
giments who have beretofure been taken prisonars by the
rebels has fuiled to convizes the suthorities of our Gevern-
ment of this fact, the testimony herewith submitted must
convines even the moat skeptical that it is the intention of
the rebel authorities not to recognise the officers and men
of otr eolured regiments as entitied to the treatment ac.
eorded by sll eivilized nations to prisoners of war, The
declarations of Forrest and his officers, both before and
after the capture of Fort Pillow, astestified to by such of our
men as bave esoaped after being taken by him ; the threats
contained in the various demands for eurrender made at
Padueah, Columbus, and other places; the renewal of the
masegaere the moroing after the capture of Fort Pillow;
the statements made by the rebel officers to the officers of
our gunboats who received the few survivors at Port Pil-
1w—all of this proves most conelusively the policy they
have determined to adopt.

The first operation of any importance was the attack
upon Union City, Tennesses, by a portion of Forrest's
command. The attack was made on the 24th of March
‘The post was cceapied by a foree of nbout five hundred
men, under Col. Hawkins, of the Saventh Tennesses IJnion
eavalry. The attucking forca was superior in numbers,
but wna repulsed several times by our own forces. For
the particulars of the atiack, and the eircumstances at-
tending the surrender, your committes would refer to the
tostimony submitted. They wonld state, howoever, that it
would appear from the testimony that the surrender was
oppo-ed by nearly if not quite sll the offieers of Col. Haw-
king's command. Your committea think that the eircum-
etances connected with the surrender are wuch that they
demand the most searching icvestigation by ths military
authorities, saat the time ot the surrender but one wso on
our side had been injured.

On the 25th of March the enemy, under the rebel Gene-
rala Forreast, Baford, Harris, and Thompson, estimated at
over six thousand men, made an attack on Paduesh, Ken-
tucky, which post was oceupied by Col. 8. G. Hicks, 10th
Illinpis Regiment, with six hundred and fifty-five men.
Our forces retired into Fort Andersou, and there wmade
their stacd, assisted by some gunboats belonging to the
command of Capt. Shirk, of the navy, successfully repel-
ling the attacks of the enemy.” Failing to mske any im-
prégeion upon our forces; Forrest then demanded an un-
conditional surrender, olosiug his cowmunication to Col.
Hicks in thees worda; “If you surrender you ehall ba
treated me prisoners of war. But if I have to storm your
woiks you may expect no quarter.” This demand and
threat was met by s refusal on the part of Col. Hicks to
surrender, he stating that he had huendplwed there by his
Uovernment to defend that poet,- sod he should do so.
The rebels made three other assaults that same day, but
were repuleed with heavy loss each time—the rebel Gene-
ral Thowpson being killed in the lnst assault. The enemy
retired next day, huving suffored a loss estimated at three
tundred killed and from one thousand to twelve hundred
wounded. The loss ou our side was fourteen killed and
forty-six wounded

The operations of the enemy at Paducnh were oharse-
terized by the same bad faith and treachery that seems to
bave become the settled poliey of Forrest sud his command.
The flsg of trues was taken sdvantage of there as else-
where Lo secure desirable positions whick the rebels wera
unable to obtain by fair logol:]umhla wmeans ; and also to
afford opportusities for plundering private stores, as well
ss Government property At Paduesh the rebels were
guilty of acte more cowardly, if possible, than sny they
have practised elsewbere. When the stlack was made the
officers of the fort and of the gunbosts advised the wowen
and children to go to the river for the purpose of being
taken scross out of danger. As they wers leaving the
town for that purpose the rebel sharpahooters mingled
with them, and, shiclded by their presence, advanced sad
fired u the gunbonts, wounding sowe of the officers snd
men. Our forees could not return the fire without endanger-
g the lives of the women and ehildren, The rebels slen

Inoed women in front of their lines as they moved on the
ort, or were proceeding to take positions, while the flag
of truce was at the fort, in order to compel our men to
withhold their fire, out of regard for the lives of the women
who were made use of in ths most eowardly manner. ¥For
more full details of the sttack, aud the trescherous and
cownrdly practios of the rebels thers, your committee refer
to the testimony herewith submitted.

Oun the 13th of April, the day sfter the capture of Fort
Pillow, the rebel Gen. Buford appeared before Columbus,
Kentucky, and demanded its nnconditionsl surrendag. He
eoupled with that demand a threat that if the place was
not surrendered, aud he should be compelled to attack it,
" 0o quarter whatever should be shown to negro troops.”
To this Col. Lawrence, in eommand of the fort, replied
that ** surrender was out of the question, ss he had n
plapad there by his Government to hold snd defend the
place, and should do 0.” No atiack was made, but the
enewiy retired, having taken sdvantage of the flag of truee
to take some horses of Union citizens, which had been
brought io there for security.

It was st Fort Pillow, bowever, that the brutality and
eruelty of the rabels were wmost fenrfully exhibited. The
garrison there, scoording to the last returns reorived at
headquarters, smousted to ninctesn offiosrs and five hun
dred and thirty-eight enlisted men, of whom two bundred
and sixty two men were colored troops, enmprising one
battalion of the Gth United States artillery (formerly
the 15t Alsbawa artillery) of colored , under com-
mand of Major W. J. Booth; one section of the 2d United
States light artillery, evlored, and one battalion of the 13th
Tennesses cavalry, white, commanded by Mujor W F.
Bradford. Major Booth was the ranking officer, and was
m eommand of the fort. i

Ouo Monday, the 12th of April, the anniversary of the
sttack on Fort Bumter, in April, 1861, the prokets of the
garrison were driven in just before sunrise | that being the
{xint intimation our forces then had of any intention on the

of the enemy to attack that Fighting soon

e general; and, about nine o'clock, Major Booth

was killed.  Major Bradford sucoeeded to the commnnd
snd withdrew all the forees within the fort.  ‘They had
previously oceupied some entrenchments at some distanos
from the fort, and furtber from the river. .

This fort was situnted on s high bluff, which dessanded
precipitately to the river's edge, the ridge of the bluff on
the river side being coversd with trees, bushes, nnd fullen
timber. Extending back from the river, on either side of
the fort, was u ravioe or hollow, the one below the fort
eontaining several private stores and some dwelllogs, con-
stituting what was oalled the town. At the mouth of that
ravine, and on the river bank, were some Government
buildings containing oommissary atores, The ravive sbova
the tort was known as Cold Creek ravine, the ridgs being
covered with trees and bushes.  To the right, or below,
aad & little to the front of the fort, was & level piece of

round, not quite so elevated as the fort itesif, on which

been erected wome log huts or sbanties, whioch were
occupied by the white tipops, and also used for hospital
and otber Eurpm. Within the fort tents had been erected
with bourd fluors, for the use of the colored troops. There
wore ix pieoes of artillery in the fort, consisling of two
six-pounders, two twelve pound howitgers, and two ten-
pounder parrots.

The rebels continued thelr attack, but up to two o: three
o'elock in the afternoon they had pot grined any decisive
snceess.  Our troops—both white and biack—fought moat
bravely, and were in good wspirite. The gunbost No. 7,
New Era, Capt. Murehail, took part in the confliot, shell.
ing the enemy ns opportunity offared. Sigosls had been
sgréed npon by which the officers in the fort could indieate
where the gune of the fort eould be most effactive. Thera
bemng but one gunbont there, ud permanent impression ap-
pears to buees been produeed tpon the enemy | for as they
were shelled out of one ravine they would make their ap-
pearance in the other, They would thus appesr aud re«
tire an the gunbost moved from ona point to the other,
About one o'clock the fire on both sides slackened some-
what, and the gunboat meved out of the river to clean and
eool the gune, baving fired two bundred sod eighty-two
rounds of shell, lch;?ael. and canister, whioh nearly ex-
hausted the supply of ammunition,

minutes in which to move
if it was not dove within that
ordered. T this Major Bradford returned the
be would not surrender.
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were thus violatiog the flag of tiuce, for fear that
they finally succeed in capturiog the fort they would tlw
tify suy atroocities they wight eommit by oy
were iu retalistion for his firing while the flag of truce was
flying. He says, however, thut when he saw the rebels
coming down the ravine, sbove the fort, aud taking posi
tions there, he got under way snd stood for the fm‘l. I
determined to use what little ammunition we had lefl in
shelling them out of the ravine; but be did not get up
within effective range before the fiual asssult wuas made.
Immedistely after the second flag of trucs retired, the
rebels made s rush from the positions they had so treach.
ercusly gained, and obtsined possession of the fort, raisin
the ery of ‘‘no quarter.” But little opportunity was
lowed for resistance. Our troops, black snd white, threw
down their arms, and sought to escape by running down
the steep bluff near the fort, and seereting themselves be-
hind trevs and logs, in the bushes, sud under the brush,
BOme even jumping 10to the river, leaving ovly their heads
above the water, as they crouched down under the bank.
Then followed a seene of cruelty snd wurder without
E:nllal in givilized warfare, which needed but the tomna-
whk and sealping-kuife to exeeed the worst atrogities
over committed by savages. The rebels cowmenced an
iudiseriminate slsughter, 'p"i?lﬂ neither age nor sex, white
or black, soldier or civilian. The officers and men seemed
to vie with each other in the devilish work. Men snd
women, aud even children, wherever found, were deliber-
ately shot down, beaten, and hacked with sabres. Bowe
of the ehildren, not more than ten years old, were forced
to stand up and face their murderers while beiog shot.
The sick and wounded were butebered without merey, the
rebels even enteriog the h building sod dragging
them out to be shot, or killing them sa they lay there
unable to offer the least resistance. All ‘over the hill side
tbe work of murder wus going on. Numbers of our men
were collected together in lines or groups and deliberately
shot. Bome were shot while in the river, while others on
the bank were shot and their bodies kicked into the water,
many of them still liviog, but unable to make apy exer-
tions to save themselves from drowning. Some of the
rebels stood upon the t.os of the hill, or a short distance
down its side, and called to our suldiers to come up to
them, and as they approached shot them dowu in cold
blood ; if their guns or pistols missed fire, forcing them to
stand there until they were again prepared to fire. All
around were heard cries of * no quarter, no quarter; kill
the d—d niggers, shoot them down " All who asked for
merey were answered by the most cruel taunts and sneers.
Bome were spared far a time, only to be murdered under
circumstances of greater cruelty. No cruelty which the
most fiendish malignity could devise was omitted by these
murderers, One white suldier, who was wounded in one
leg 80 a8 to be unable to walk, was made to stand up while
his tormentors shot him. Others, who were wouuded and
uuable to stand up, were held up and sgain shot. Ona
negro, who had been ardered by a rebel officer to hold
his horse, was killed by him when he remonstrated.
Another, & mere echild, whom" an officer bhnd taken
up behind him on his horss, was wgen by Chalmers,
who at onoe ordered (he ufficer to put him down nud shoot
bim, which was done. The buts and teots in which many
of the wounded had sought shelter wers set on fire, both
that nighy and the next m .rning, while the wounded were
still in thew, those only esesping who were able to get
themselves out, or who could prevail on others less injured
than themasives to help them out, and even some of theee
thus seeking to escape flumes were met by these ruffians snd
brutally shot down or had their braios bestsn out. One
man was deliberately fastened down to the flror of a teut,
face upwards, by means of nails driven through his eleth-
ing and into the bonrds under him, so that he eould not
possibly escape, and then the tent sat on fire; another was
vailed to the side of a building, outside of the furt, sod then
the building set oo fire and burned. The charred remains
of five or six bodies were afterwards found, all but one so
wuch disfigured and oovsumed by tbe flames that they
eould oot be ideutified, and the identification of that one is
not aplnlula!r certain, although there can hardly be a doubt
that it was the body of Lieut. Akerstoom, quartermaster
of the 13th Virginia cavalry, sod a native Tennessesn.
Feveral witnesses who saw the remsins, and were person-
ally sequainted with him while living, have testified that it
in their firm belief that it was his body that was thus treated.
These deeds of murder and eruelty olosed when night came
on, only to be renewed the next morning, when the demons
carefully sought among the dead lying sbout io sll direc-
tions for sny otber wounded yet alive, and thoee they found
were deliberataly shot,
Beores of the desd and wounded were found there the
day of the massscre by the men from some of our gun-
boats, who were permitted to go on shore and collect the
wounded and bury thedead. The rebels themssives had
made a pretence of burying & grest many of their viotims,
but they had merely thrown them, without the least ro-
gard to care or decency, into Lhe trenches and ditches
about the fort or the little hollows and ravines on the hill-
nide, cuvering them but partially with earth. Portions of
beads and faces, bands snd feet, were found protruding
through the esrth in every direction; snd even when your
committee visited the spot, two weeks afterwards, al-
though parties of men been sent on shore from time to
time to bury the bodies unburied and rebury the others,
and were then engaged in the same work, we found the
+videncen of this mu:&:r and cruelty stil. most painfully,
We saw hodies still unburied, (at some distanca from the
fort,) of some sick men who had been met flseing from the
horpital and besten down and bratally murdered, and their
bodies loft where the‘y had fallen: @ could still see the
faces and hands and feet of men, white snd black, pro-
truding out of the ground, whose graves had not been
reached by those engaged in reinterring the vietims of the
massncre; and, although a great deal of rmin had fullen
within the preceding two weeks, the ground, more espe-
cially on the side and at the foot of the bluff, where most
of the murders had been committed, was still disenlored
by the blood of our brave but unfortunate men, and the
loge and trees showed but too plaiply the evidenges of the
atrocities perpetrated there,
Mauy other instsnces of equally atroclous oruelty might
be anume + but your eommittes foel compalled to re-
frain frum giving here more of the heart sickening details,
nnd rofer to the statemeuts oontained in the veluminous
teatimony bherewith submitted. Those statements were
obtained by them from eye-witnesses and sufferers. Many
of them, as they ware examined by your committee, wers
lying upon beds of pain and suffering ; some so feable that
their lips eould with difficulty frame the words by whioch
they endeavored to convey some idea of the cruelties
which had been inflicted on them, and which they bad seen
inflicted on others.
In reference to the fate of Major Bradford, who was in
command of the fort when it was eaptured, and who had

up to that time reeeived no ig!urr, there seems to be no
doubt. The general u i

seome to be that he
bad been brutally murdered the day after he wae taken
prisoner. How many of our troops thus fell victime to
the malignity and barbarity of Forrest and bis followers
eannot &:t be definitely ascertaived. Twaofficars belong-
ing to the garrieon were absent at the time of the eapture
and maseacre. OF the remalning ofieers but two wre
known to be living, and they are now in the hos-
pital at Mound City ; one of them, Capt, Porter, may even
now be dead, s the surgeons, when your committes were
there, expressed no hope of his recovery. Of the men,
from three hundred to four hundred are known to have
bean killed at Fort Pillow, of whom st least three hun-
dred were mordered in eold blood sfter the fort was in
possession of the rebels, and our men had thrown down
their arme and ceasad to offer resistance. OF the surviv.
ors, oxcept the wounded in the at Mound City,
and the few who suceeeded in g their esoape un-
hurt, nothing definite is known, and it is to b fenred that
;:n ::n been murdered after belng taken away from
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When your committee arrived st Memphis, Tenneusee,
they found and examined a wan, Mr, s who had
been conscripted by wome of Forrest's forces, but who,
with other conmcripts, bad suceseded in muking hin sacaps.
He testifion that while two sompanies of rebel troops, w‘,!h
Mrjor Bradfird snd many other prisoners, were on the
march from Brownsville to Jackson, Pennessee, Msjor
Bradford was taken b]{ five rebels, one an officer, led about
lﬂuwdl from the line of mareh, and t!u.-hbenta_:ﬁ -
dered, in view of all there assembled. e fell, Killed in-
stantly by three muaket balls, sven while asking that hix
life might be spared, as he had fought them maafully and
waa desorving of a better fate. The motive for the mur-
der of Major Beadford seems to have bean the simpls fact
that, although a native of the Bouth, be remained loyal to
his Government. The testimony herewith submittad aon.
taine many statements made by the rebals that they did
not intend to treat * home-made Yankees," as they tormed
loyal Boutherners, any better than negro troops,

There {s one giroumstance connected wilh the avents
herein narrated which your commities eannot permit to
pass unnoticed. The testimeny herewith submitted dis-
closes thin most sstounding snd shameful fast: On the
morning of the day maoadin" the eapture of Fort Pillow,
tholzunbut Bilver Cloud, ( 0.28.3 he transport Platts
Valley, and the gunboat New Era, (No.7,) landed st Fort
Pillow under flag-of-truos, for the purpose of recsiving the
few wounded thare, and Imr&i:: Jthe dead, While, they
were lying there, the rabel . Chalmers, and other re-
bel officers, oame down to the Ianding, snd wome of them
went on the boats. ng the evidences of re-
bel atrocity and barbarity with whioh the gronnd was eov-

ored, there were some of our army officers on bosrd the
Piatto Valley so lost to every leol'iln; ol“h:hq. honor,

They sre sssured, however, by the mi tioa
that every affort will be made to nscertain their names and
bring them to the punishment they wo richly merit.

In relntion to the reinforcement or evaouation of Fort
Pillow it would npmr that the troops there stationed
were withdrawn oo the 26th of Ju::zllnl. in_order to
accompany the Meridian expedition Gen. SBherman.
Geo. Hurlburt testifies that he never received any iutml o-
ing it im-
b pluli.n‘u:lllilt::;
there, he sent some troops thers about the middie of Feb.
rusry, increasing their number until the garri-
son amounted to nearly six bundred men. He also states
that as soon ss be learued that the place was sttacked, he
immediately took measures to send up reinforesments from
Memphis, and they were actually embarking when he re-
ceived information of the capture of the fort. '

Your committes eannot close this report without ex-
pressing their obligations to the officers of the army, and
muny with whom they were brougat in contaet, fur the
assistance they rendered. It is true your commities wers
furnished by the Seeretary of War with the fullest sutho-
rity to eall upon oy ooe in the army for such services at
they might require to enable them to make the investiga-
tion devolved upon them by Congreas. But they found
that no such suthority was needed. The army and navy
officers at every point they visited evinced a desire to sid
the committes in every way in their power, and all ex-
pressed the bighest satisfaction that Congress had o
promptly taken steps to ascertain the facts conneoted with
this fearful nod bloody transaction, and the bope that the
isvestigation would lead to prompt and decisive measures
on the part of the Government. Your committee would
wention more particularly the names of Gen. Mason Bray-
man, military eommandant at Cairo; Capt. J. H. Odlin,
his ohief of staff; Capt. A. M. Pennook, United States
N“E' flest captain ol Midsissippi tquadron; Capt. Jamen
W. Bhirk, Uuited Btates Nuavy, comwanding seventh die-
triot Missisaippi equadron ; Burgeon Heruee Warduer, in
eharge of Mound Uity Genersl Hospital; Capt. Thomas
M. Farrel, Unted States Navy, in eomwmand of gunboat
Huativgs, (furnished by Capt. Peunock to eonvey the eom-
mittee to Fort Pillow and Memphis ;) Capt. Thomas Pat-
tison, naval commandant st Memphis; Gen C. C. Wash-
burue, aud the officers of their eomwmands ss among
:“ﬂ:n to whom they are indebted fur assistance and st-

ntion,

All of which ta respectfully submitted.

B. F. WADE,
. W. GOOCH.

Adopted by the committee as their report. -
B. F. WADE, Chairman,

rupt the navigati

END OF THE FLORIDA CAMPAIGN.

Correspondence of the Philadelphia Inquirer.
JACKSORVILLE, (FLORIDA,) APRIL 20, 1864.
The Florida expedition is virtually ended aud sbandoned.

J\The brilliant opening of the campaign in this peninsula of

the Union ie singularly balanced by the fruitless and bar-
reo-results at ite close. We came here with great antiei-
pations, we return with large disappointment. There
were some eircumstances foreshudowing suceess, there
were many others propbetic of failure. The public have
read fragmentary and crude “accounta of the expedition,
the Commander of the Department has issued his official
bulletin, but its history is yet to be written.

We brought into the State an army entirely too small to
acecomplish the object intended. We laid out a campaign
suitable for an army of twenty-five thousand men. Yet
seven or eight- thousaud were all that arrived, until the
defeat at Olustee. It was supposed that a corporal’s
guard could overrun and conquer the State, and yet the
Coofederacy sent twenty thousand veteran troops for ite
defence. The expedition was talked of for months, and
yet it was hurried off at hurricane speed, and sadly defi-
cient in many of the sppointments of an army. It was
erippled before it leit ite bass of operations; it was defi
cient in medieal and sanitary supplies ; its ambulance trian
was edtirely inadequate for the sick, to say nothiog of the
wounded after a second engagement. When it moved it
whas compelled to take ite base slong with it, because its
force was too small to be divided. Transportation f.r
commiseary and forage stores and awmunition was pre-
carious; yet the invading srmy pushed into the interior,
subsisting on half-starved beel cattle, a dozen of which
would not make a pot of soup.

In stating that the expedition is abandoned I do not
‘mean that our forces are wholly withdrawn from the
State. Jacksonville in held, and a foree of white and black
troope, about equally divided, occupy the fortifications pro-,
tecting the town. But these forces will simply do garnson
duty. The depletion of troops from the department of the
South permits no other course, and as the Confederato
army in our front is also largely reduced we anties a
season of lethargy snd quiet for the present. had
no stragetio valus or importance, without & surplus of
troops it would be absurd to attempt the offensive.

 Desertets that eame in from the enemy's camp yeaterday
say that Major Gen. Patten Anderson still eommanda the
rebel army o Florida,’and that his forcea are principaily
at Baldwin, and that they now enumerate sbout four thou-
ssod men.  Gen. Colquett's brigade, Georgia troops, left
for Virgiola two weeks ago, while others have gone to
Oharleston and Bavannah to relieve troops that are also
ordered to report at Richmond,

Oune of the leading objects of the expedition into this
Btate was to secura pontrabands to fill up onr army, but in
that respect it was almost & fnilure, Not more thin three
hupdred were found that were oupable of beariug arms.
The previous expeditions had gone over some of the Lerri-
tory whioh we explored, and the planters, on hearing of
our approsch, drove their slaves off o the western part of
th; State. In soms instances we ﬁ:nd & few at home, or
bid in the eypress swamps. Generally they were aged or
cerippled, and consequentiy of little valus. The slave pop.
ulation is mainly in the southwest section of the Stais, s
part whieh we did not

The chunge of commanders in this distriet is o rupid that
I bave been almost wuable to them. After Gen.
Beymour esme Brg. Gen. Jobhu P. Hateh, who sssumed
comwand some ten sinoe. The stafl is also changed,
and now faces smile around headquarters.  Judging from
the rapid revolutions in this distriet, na regards command-
ors, 1 shall p be introduoced to n new Genersl and
bis utaff before closing this letter. Birney sunonveesd s de-
termioation o hold ids, ut ull hamarde, but as he onl
gharrisons Jaoksonville [ think bhis eommand is hmited.
Military necessity will demand the svacuation of this eity
bafore long. The river communieation in difficuls, par-
ticularly on the bar at the mouth of the Bt. Colans; and
l{;::d- y torpedoes will still further urge ua to sbanden &

of oo value or im to us or the enemy. The

# of two valuable: steamers by rebel torpedos aatisfies
me that their infernal machines are well wade, und nre of
torrible destructive eapaeity.

REBEL NEWS OF GRANT'S MOVEMENT.

It ippaarl'by the Richmond papers of the Ath instant
that the Confederaste suthoritiea at Richmond were
promptly informed of Gen. Grant's movemeal. The Ex-
aminer of that date says:

A despateh from Orange Court-Hounse reporte Grant’s
army to have struock tents and to bave commenced move-
ment. Private advices from trustworthy sources any that
our men were never in beiter spirite and condition, or
better prepared for the &Iu: Befors many days
more—even belore the setting of to-day's sun—ws may
hear that the great battle bas begun; and when we recol
leot that it ls Lee's army of veterass—men who have
faoed battle on a dozen we oan have no doubt of
the result.”

The same paper has the following despatoh respesting
Gen, Burnside’s corpa
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Burnside’s whole corps, excepting the negro brigade,
hae pansed to the front, erossing the river at Rappahan-
nock Station yesterday. The negro brigade of his com-
mand has been plnced on guard over the Orange and Al-
exandria railrond, from Manassas Junetion to Alexandria,
reliaving the white troops who have heretofare parformed
that duty, These white troope have nleo gone §o the from.
The Yankees are swiftly porfecting the proliminaries of
battle, and the straggle eannot be defarred many duys.
‘Iheir eavalry made reconnoissances to Falmouth lnst night
and the night precoding, and their videttes on the Staflord
hills were diatant speotators of the tournament whioh
cambd ofl hare on yestorday.

MAKINE LOSSES FOR APRIL.

The monthly table of marine losses for the past month
shows an sggtogate of sixty two vessels. Of this number
five were ships, eleven were barques, ten ware brigs,
twenty-four were » 0Ua Was & wteamahip, and one
» stanmer.  Of the above seven were abandoned, one
foundered, two sunk after aollwion, and nine are missing,
wapposed lost,  The Lotal value of the property lost wnd
misriog in estimated at two willion one hundred and ninety
thousand five hundred and fifty thousand,

Vearela. Valne.

Total losnen for JADOATY. .ouvuessnas 1,92

Total loewen for F‘lbm?ry...... ?nb .ulmgﬁu‘
Total lossen for March., R 1,508 00
Total for Apilisesessiansann. 61 2190550

Total for fone montha. .o vessnen.. 170

26 850
Bamo poriod for Last Yenr..eyuessees 179 u.wm




